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and Wooster gave such explanation as was for the time satisfactory; but being apprehensive that similar acts might occur, and create farther uneasiness in Montgomery's mind, already too much irritated, he endeavored to prevail on General Wooster, to send on his men by a subordinate officer. But the men declared they would not move, without their favorite commander. Schuyler tfren informed the Connecticut general that if he joined the camp, his commission in the Continental service being of later date than that of Montgomery, he would rank subordinate to the commands of that general. Wooster, although he thought it rather hard to to be obliged to serve under a younger officer, patriotically waived his claim of rank and his commission from Connecticut, and consented to join the army. But when that point was yielded, the troops began to doubt whether they would move at all: and, finally, they determined not to expose themselves to the rigors of a northern winter, cut off from a possibility of return, by hyperborean frosts and snows.
Against this resolution, Wooster vehemently remonstrated j but found support only from his secretary and chaplain: the latter of whom was most indefatigable in his exertions. His lay and clerical exhortations, were eventually successful, and the men consented to embark on the 23d October, In a few days, the General and his men reached the camp; and probably his influence produced some change in the disposition of the batteries, for the army, on the 28th, took up a new position, on the northwest side of the work.* Here a battery was erected, on an eminence commanding the Fort, within two hundred and fifty yards. Three twelve, one nine-pounder, with three mortars and three cohorns, were mounted; and while it was in process of erection, the enemy kept up a constant fire of round and grape shot5 by which several were killed or wounded.f Captain Lamb, who commanded in this battery, returned the enemy's shot, by a persevering and well
* American Archives. \ Holt's paper.
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